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Welcome +o +he Sun Yat Sen
Nangan@ Meworial Hall!
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Hello students! Welcome to the Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial
Hall. Today, you will be learning how the Chinese community lived
and the traditional entertainment they enjoyed in colonial

Singapore. Before we start exploring, let us remember the following:

FH

Using our Eating and drinking
indoor voices only outside the
museum
Walking at Keeping our hands
all times to ourselves
N
N
Taking photographs / Being courteous
without flash when interacting
with people
Using only pencils Staying with
when writing on the your groups at
activity booklet all times
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Calligraphy of the character
"Shou" (Longevity) presented
by Teo Eng Hock to his
younger brother Teo Bah Tan
(date unknown)

Reproduced with permission
of Mr Teo Jin Wan

Even though Mr. Teo Eng Hock grew up in a Peranakan household,
he learnt Chinese calligraphy as a way to keep in touch with his
Chinese roots and identity. He used cursive script to write this
calligraphy and presented it to his brother as a birthday gift.

You need the following writing tools (also known as the
“Four Treasures of the Study”) to complete a piece of Chinese
calligraphy. Unscramble the words to reveal what they are.
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Did You Know?

The earliest examples of Chinese writing are
found on oracle bones (usually ox bones or

turtle shells) and bronze vessels, the oldest of
which date back to the Shang Dynasty over
3600 years ago.

Create Your Own Font!

Choose a word or phrase from the list below, as a gift to a beloved
family member or friend. You may also use a word or phrase not in
the list.

Blessings Love Good Health Best wishes

| E BFE SHUS
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fu ai jian kdang jixiang ra yi

Be creative! Write or draw the chosen word
or phrase in your own unique way!
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Chinese Opera
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Lai Chun Yuen was a popular gathering spot for Chinese opera
enthusiasts in the late 19*" and early 20™ century. Located at the
corner of Smith Street and Trengganu Street, Lai Chun Yuen
was built in 1887
and designed in the

style of a traditional \

Chinese teahouse.

It staged Cantonese
operas and was able

to accommodate
over 8oo people.

Facade of Lai Chun Yuen (date unknown)

Courtesy of the National Museum of
Singapore, National Heritage Board
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‘ %STORY OF JING KE% ‘

Story of Jing Ke was one of the popular opera
performances staged at Lai Chun Yuen. Jing Ke was a
man sent to assassinate the King of Qin (later the First
Emperor of China, Qin Shi Huang) during the time of the
Warring States Period in China. The State of Qin was
conquering the other six states in order to unify the
whole of China. As the Qin army was approaching the
State of Yan, the Crown Prince Dan of Yan sent Jing Ke
on this mission to send the Kingdom of Qin into disarray,
so that the other six kingdoms will have time to combine
forces against the Kingdom of Qin. Unfortunately, Jing
Ke failed in his attempt and was caught by the palace
guards before he could kill the King of Qin.
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Imagine!

Use the puppets at the back of the booklet to
perform this scene for your teachers and friends!



Chinese Movable Tyre Printing
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Movable types (early 20* century) i S .~ - m:
Collection of Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall “ 8 s‘ ¢ [ .g‘s
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These metal blocks are movable lead types = «siammmmrmars

which can be arranged to form rows of STIXERaTY);

sentences! Early Chinese newspapers , ;"'E':";;:f;:"’ﬂl,";':':: o
were printed using movable type printing. | el | |
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Can you spot the machine thatisused» | ' I."l
to print newspapers? ‘ | I ‘.l
Did You Know?

Movable type printing is one
of ancient China’s Four Great
Inventions. The other three

inventions are paper making,
gunpowder and the compass.
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Facade of Wan Qing Yuan (presently known as Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall)
Collection of Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall

Teo Eng Hock and his younger brother, Teo Bah Tan bought this
villain 19og and named it Wan Qing Yuan. It was built in the
colonial style, with a fusion of western and local architectural
elements, adapted for the tropical climate.

Which parts of the villa consist of western elements?
Match the parts of the villa to their correct names.
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Railing Column Arch




Design It!
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The Bronze Mura|

R A S N A S Y Y S Y Y AN N A P PN o2

- 3

ey 5 RN S AL

This mural is 58m long and 2m tall. It highlights key moments in
our nation’s history as well as the diversity of Singapore's society
over the past century.

Match the pictures to the religious sites that you can see today.

Thian Hock Sri Mariamman Sultan St Andrew’s
Keng Temple Mosque Cathedral



Design It!
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Reflections
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We have come to the end of the tour!
| hope you have learnt more about
the Chinese community during the

early 19oo0s. The following are some
questions for you to think about.

What is one interesting thing you have learnt about
Chinese culture in today’s journey?

e Circle your favourite station/object.
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Chinese Chinese Chinese movable The The bronze
calligraphy opera type printing villa mural

| like it because...

12



Share your responses with your
teachers and classmates!
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